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BACKGROUND – Apply Knowledge of Climate Change and Sustainability to Teach Children 

I am a mother of three. The principles I have learned in Sustainable Design have changed my perception 

of the world and opportunities available for my children and in general the next generation. There is a 

tremendous amount that needs to be done to curtail climate change and to increase environmental 

sustainability so that the children have inherent a ecological system that is no longer heading toward 

destruction. However, this is a multi-generational problem and it is increasingly important to teach the 

principles of sustainability to children so they grow up understanding ways of living that improve the 

conditions of their environment and the severe consequences of failure to focus on these issues (such as 

climate change).  

Climate change in particular is felt in Staten Island where I live. Hurricane Sandy left a lasting impression, 

so much so that there is still targeted outreach to children who were traumatized as a result of the 

storm and being displaced afterward. There is nothing one can do to stop a hurricane, which leaves a 

feeling of helplessness. I want to flip this depressing feeling into one of hope and empowerment by 

helping children have an objective, something they can do to help. They do have power: they can live in 

ways that are more environmentally sustainable, they can remind their families and friends the 

importance of choices that are more sustainable and they can find passion in caring for the environment 

and performing service to help make their community a more sustainable place.  

There is a strong need in Staten Island to discuss these issues in a relaxed way. Staten Island is a 

remarkably conservative area and in my experience tends to dismiss environmental issues such as 

climate change. There is a need to have an activity that can get people involved without a focus on 

politics of the issues. There is a need to focus on positive steps one can take action: changes to lifestyle, 

being more conscientious, talking about issues that are applicable to life on Staten Island and to do so in 

a way that is easy going and fun. 

My belief is that now can be a time to raise awareness about climate change, using the frustrations of 

sandy as a beginning to try to empower and sharing common sense changes that can make a big 

difference in an environment that is relaxed. 

There are examples on Staten Island that can be used to show what sustainable design looks like and 

raise awareness that there are important developments on the island. The new Staten Island Museum is 

an example that needs to be discussed. 

http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/02/climate_change_report_new_york.html 

http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/10/hurricane_sandys_victims_24_st.html 

http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/10/hurricane_sandys_victims_24_st.html


http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/10/staten_islands_sandy_storm_resiliency_plan.html 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/realestate/new-dorp-staten-island-still-recovering-from-

sandy.html 

http://www.statenislandmuseum.org/about/construction-progress-building-a/ 

 

DEFINITION OF ACT – Climate Change and Sustainability Children’s Fair and Outreach 

My goal is to have an activity that will teach members of my Staten Island community about climate 

change and sustainability using practical ideas that empower children (and their families) to participate 

in improving the environment especially within their own community. 

Measuring progress will be: 

1- Distribution of flyers and announcements 

2- The number of individuals that come to the event 

3- Participation of the children and families in activities and teaching moments 

4- All of the follow-up objectives are completed. 

My sphere of influence is families in my neighborhood, church community, school community and 

relationships I have with the Staten Island Museum / Staten Island Children’s Museum. These are the 

individuals I will reach out to and car most about. 

I will create a flyer to announce the activity and give to members of the defined circle of influence. The 

activity will take place at a community center at 913 Rockland Ave, Staten Island. This is right in the 

middle of the island so hopefully maximizing participation.  

The fair will be made up of three activities and three teaching moments. Activities: 1-reduce, reuse, 

recycle game; 2-face painting featuring environmental themes; 3-most significant will be an art station 

where families will create a visual art piece that illustrates something they can do to be more 

sustainable, impacts they have felt from climate change, or the beauty of nature. 

Teaching moments: 1-Chosing environmentally sustainable products (using my connection to a company 

called Puracy); 2-How to cycle more, drive less on Staten Island (Copenhagenize); 3-Interacting more 

with nature: visit the Staten Island Greenbelt. 

Follow up initiatives are very important. My circle of influence can be greatly expanded by three major 

follow up actions. 1-Use my connections at Greenchild Magazine to write an article about the activity 

discussing climate change impacts on Staten Island, being empowered by making choices to live 

sustainably, and the joy of coming together and discussing environmental issues and challenge others to 

do the same. 2-Use recent connection at the art gallery in the Staten Island ferry terminal to display the 

works of art created at the fair. Create one-page handouts that people can take that discuss climate 

change issues and the practical life-style changes that were discussed at the fair. 3-With these successes 

http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/10/staten_islands_sandy_storm_resiliency_plan.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/realestate/new-dorp-staten-island-still-recovering-from-sandy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/realestate/new-dorp-staten-island-still-recovering-from-sandy.html
http://www.statenislandmuseum.org/about/construction-progress-building-a/


Prep

•Flyers Created

•Flyers Distributed

•Lesson materials created

•Materials gathers for sustainability fair

•Set-up

Execute

•Hold fair

•Be present and enjoy experience

•Let new passion for environmental sustainability shine

Expand

•Dicussions with art gallery to post art work

•Article written and sent to Greenchild Magazine

•Art delivered to art gallery

•Magazine Article Published

•Reach out to Staten Island Museum with these wins and discuss 
sustainability event

•Hold sustainability event at Staten Island Museum

in hand approach the Staten Island Museum/Children’s Museum to sponsor another community mix and 

mingle where more climate change concerns and initiatives can be discussed while the group gets a tour 

of the green features of the museum. 

ACT SCHEDULE – Move quickly to put plan in motion 

12/3 – Flyers created 

12/4 and 12/5 - Flyers 

distributed 

12/11 – Set up for 

Sustainability Fair 

12/12 – Fair Held 

12/13 – Dicussions with art 

gallery to post art work 

12/16 – Article written and 

sent to Greenchild Magazine 

…. 

Art delivered to art gallery 

Magazine Article Published 

Reach out to Staten Island 

Museum with these wins and 

discuss sustainability event 

Hold sustainability event at 

Staten Island Museum 

 

 


